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Herts Busttrickets & Grasshoppers

An id guide to adults

Prepared by lan Carle/ December 2021. All images my own. All taken in Herts apart from great gremickestiPublished undéZC BYNClicence



Life Cycle

AAIl over winter as eggs

AHatch in spring and summer

AGo through several instars before becoming adults

Alnstars generally look like the adults but lack some key id features

Al2 K2g R2 é2dz G4Stft AF &2dzQNB RS
adult?

AThe following slides should help!



First Instar
Grasshopper

This individual is ting A G Q& & O
dropping and lacks thé key features necessa
for identification




Nymphs

A These older individuals
look more like adults

A Wings are not fully
developed
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ﬁ Therg are no cross veins 5
. . ¢CKS gAy3Ia dzadz-rfteée R2y QU 20S
Nymph wing detall Grasshoppen

A They never reach beyond halfway to abdomen tip and
usually much less



Adult Female Meadow
Grasshopper

A{ K2NII gAy3as GKIFIG R2y.
down the abdomen

A However the wings have cross veins visible




Herts Busktrickets




Dark Busttricket w2 S aSst-dicket . dza K
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Dark Busttricket

A Shortwinged
A Dark chestnut to grey in colour
A Generally matt in appearance

A Common in Herts found in bramble
and scrub in a variety of habitats



w2 S Badhdiicket

A Yellow marks on the sidgeven in
nymphs (top left, bottom right) unlike
any other species in the county

A Wings halfway to tip of abdomen
(beware longwinged form exists!)

A Shiny looking

A Common in Herts found in rough
grassland and scrub
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Southern Oak Bush
cricket

Oak Busttricket




Oak Bush
cricket
nymph

Both Oak and
Southern Oak
nymphs lack the
ONRGgY WaKz2dzZ RSN
marks of the adults




Southern Oak Bush
cricket

A Adults shortwinged

A Associated with broadleaved trees often around
built-up areas

A Brought into the country on imported trees

A Recent arrival in Herts and appears to be
spreading




Oak Busitricket

A Adults are easily separated from Southern Oak
Bushcricket by their long wings

A Associated with broadleaved trees often oak
A Very common in Herts
A Attracted to lights




Longwinged Conehead | Shewinged Conehead



Longwinged
Conehead

A Wings extend well beyond end of abdomen
A Common in the county

A Coarse grassland, woodland edges, scrub
A Extra longwinged form & brown form

A Two or three black spines on hind femur



Longwinged
Conehead:
leg spines




Longwinged
Conehead:
leg spines




A Wings extend halfway down abdomen (beware though alamged

S h O r'EW| N g e d form exists!)

A No spines on hind femur

Conehead A Uncommon in the county

A Currently confined to wetland habitats in Herts
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A Predominantly green with black speckles
A Shortwinged

SpeCkled Bushncket A Very common in Herts, found in nettles, brambles

and other scrub in gardens, around grasslands and
in open woodlands
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Speckled Bustricket nymphg note hooped
antennae
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| .4 D A VerS/ large (at least 4cm long), predominantly
Great Green Bustricket green with tiny black speckles
A Longwinged

A Introduced to the county in the Stevenage area
A Found in scrub around floweich grassland



Herts
Grasshoppers
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Grasshopper
key 1d
features

Pronotum
wings
Antennae




Grasshopper
key 1d
features

Pronotum
wings




Herts Grasshoppers pronotum detalil



Meadow Lesser Marsh Common Green | | Stripewinged Mottled

Herts Grasshoppers pronotum detalil



Keel Indentation




Keel Indentation




Meadow Grasshopper

| Lesser Marsh Grassh

PP
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Meadow
Grasshopper

A Pronotum side keels not indented
Aal f8a sAy3Ia R2Y QI
abdomen (bottom left picture)

A Adult females (the other 3 pictures)
wings usually very short and non
overlapping. Look for cross veins to
ensure it is an adult

A Knees of hind femora darkened
A Lots of colour variations!
A Common in Herts in long grass



