
Herts Bush-crickets & Grasshoppers
An id guide to adults

Prepared by Ian Carle/ December 2021. All images my own. All taken in Herts apart from great green bush-cricket. Published underCC BY-NC licence

© Ian Carle © Ian Carle



Life Cycle

ÅAll over winter as eggs

ÅHatch in spring and summer

ÅGo through several instars before becoming adults

ÅInstars generally look like the adults but lack some key id features

Å{ƻ Ƙƻǿ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ǘŜƭƭ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŘŜŀƭƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƴȅƳǇƘ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ŀƴ 
adult?

ÅThe following slides should help!



First instar 
Grasshopper

This individual is tiny ςƛǘΩǎ ǎŀǘ ƻƴ ŀ Ǌŀōōƛǘ 
dropping and lacks the key features necessary 

for identification
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Nymphs

ÅThese older individuals 
look more like adults

ÅWings are not fully 
developed
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Nymph wing detail
Å There are no cross veins
Å ¢ƘŜ ǿƛƴƎǎ ǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƻǾŜǊƭŀǇ όǎŜŜ ŦŜƳŀƭŜ aŜŀŘƻǿ 

Grasshopper)
Å They never reach beyond halfway to abdomen tip and 

usually much less
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Adult Female Meadow 
Grasshopper

Å{ƘƻǊǘ ǿƛƴƎǎΣ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǊŜŀŎƘ ƘŀƭŦǿŀȅ 
down the abdomen

ÅHowever the wings have cross veins visible
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Herts Bush-crickets



Dark Bush-cricket wƻŜǎŜƭΩǎ .ǳǎƘ-cricket
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Dark Bush-cricket

ÅShort-winged

ÅDark chestnut to grey in colour

ÅGenerally matt in appearance

ÅCommon in Herts found in bramble 
and scrub in a variety of habitats
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wƻŜǎŜƭΩǎBush-cricket

ÅYellow marks on the side ςeven in 
nymphs (top left, bottom right) ςunlike 
any other species in the county

ÅWings halfway to tip of abdomen 
(beware long-winged form exists!)

ÅShiny looking

ÅCommon in Herts found in rough 
grassland and scrub
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Southern Oak Bush-
cricket

Oak Bush-cricket
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Oak Bush-
cricket 
nymph

Both Oak and 
Southern Oak 
nymphs lack the 
ōǊƻǿƴ ΨǎƘƻǳƭŘŜǊΩ 
marks of the adults
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Southern Oak Bush-
cricket
ÅAdults short-winged

ÅAssociated with broadleaved trees often around 
built-up areas

ÅBrought into the country on imported trees

ÅRecent arrival in Herts and appears to be 
spreading
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Oak Bush-cricket

ÅAdults are easily separated from Southern Oak 
Bush-cricket by their long wings

ÅAssociated with broadleaved trees often oak

ÅVery common in Herts

ÅAttracted to lights
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Long-winged Conehead | Short-winged Conehead
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Long-winged 
Conehead
ÅWings extend well beyond end of abdomen

ÅCommon in the county

ÅCoarse grassland, woodland edges, scrub

ÅExtra long-winged form & brown form

ÅTwo or three black spines on hind femur
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Long-winged 
Conehead ς
leg spines
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Long-winged 
Conehead ς
leg spines
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Short-winged
Conehead

ÅWings extend halfway down abdomen (beware though a long-winged 
form exists!)

ÅNo spines on hind femur

ÅUncommon in the county

ÅCurrently confined to wetland habitats in Herts
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Speckled Bush-cricket

ÅPredominantly green with black speckles

ÅShort-winged

ÅVery common in Herts, found in nettles, brambles 
and other scrub in gardens, around grasslands and 
in open woodlands
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Speckled Bush-cricket nymphs ςnote hooped 
antennae
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Great Green Bush-cricket
Å Very large (at least 4cm long), predominantly 

green with tiny black speckles
Å Long-winged
Å Introduced to the county in the Stevenage area
Å Found in scrub around flower-rich grassland
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Herts 
Grasshoppers
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Grasshopper 
key id 
features
Pronotum

Wings

Antennae
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Grasshopper 
key id 
features
Pronotum

Wings
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Herts Grasshoppers pronotum detail



Herts Grasshoppers pronotum detail

Meadow Lesser Marsh Common Green Stripe-winged Mottled Field



Keel indentation



Keel indentation

None Gentle Sharp



Meadow Grasshopper       | Lesser Marsh Grasshopper
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Meadow
Grasshopper
ÅPronotum side keels not indented

ÅaŀƭŜǎ ǿƛƴƎǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǊŜŀŎƘ ǘƛǇ ƻŦ 
abdomen (bottom left picture)

ÅAdult females (the other 3 pictures) 
wings usually very short and non-
overlapping. Look for cross veins to 
ensure it is an adult

ÅKnees of hind femora darkened

ÅLots of colour variations!

ÅCommon in Herts in long grass
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